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THREADS FROM THE CHAIRMAN THREADS FROM THE CHAIRMAN THREADS FROM THE CHAIRMAN THREADS FROM THE CHAIRMAN     
 

Goodness me, have I really been Chairman for a whole year? 
 
It does seem to have flown by, but looking back I do also believe we have 
achieved quite a lot. 
 
In between the hum drum things, bill paying, phone calls, organizing and 
then coming up with new bright ideas, trying to look at things in a different 
light, I think we have managed to get through an interesting and productive 
year. 
 
A lot of the work has also been directed towards the future too.  Ensuring 
the smooth running of the group, planning the future itinerary and very 
much on our agenda, planning the BIG show for next year. 
 
All of this I could not have done alone and am more than grateful to the 
wonderful committee members I have now and through the rest of the 
year.  Each of them are very valuable and an important cog in the ever 
turning wheel of Weston Quilters.  I would very much like to dedicate this 
‘Threads’ to all of them.   
 
I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas and new year and that the 
following puts you in the right mood for festive sewing: 
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With Love, Vicki 

 

 

Visit our web site for up-to-
date information on events 

and exhibitions 
www.weston-quilters.org.uk 
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Weston Quilters Committee would like to say a huge thank-you to the following people for their help over 
the last 12 months. 
 
Caroline Holland for donating many patchwork and quilting books and magazines 
Bev Smith for the donation of fabric 
Beryl Hearn for storing the quilt stands this earlier this year 
Jean Guard and her lovely husband for also storing the quilt stands  
Katherine Edwards from ‘Material Needs’ in Burnham-on-Sea for donating many, many raffle prizes 
Den Abram and Christine Lawrence for their continuous support and donations 
Sue Hart for all her hard work towards helping with the lottery funding application for the Weston Super 
Quilts 2008 show 
 
Plus heartfelt thanks to all Weston Quilters members for your support and help over the last year.  This 
ranges from the making (and clearing up) of tea and coffee, setting out and stacking chairs at the 
monthly meetings, time spent in supporting exhibitions plus the various donations of items that have 
been made by members.  You all make a real difference and we very much appreciate your help. 
 
The Committee 
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A big thank you to Lorna Gibson for organising the whole day, the cost was very low due to the high numbers 
who signed up for the trip. The full cost was £16 what a bargain! We all met at 08.00 at the coach station and set 
off on time. We picked up a few people at Gordano and then our driver Andrew got us to the NEC buy 10.15. We 
felt like VIP’s when he took us right to the front door of the exhibition hall, no walking through the car park. On 
the journey there, we talked about things we were doing and making or quilts shows we had visited, and we 
wondered what we would see and buy this trip. 
 
This years Quilt competition attracted the highest overseas participation with 75 entries from 22 countries to 
supplement the 140 other entries from the home nations. What a feast of designs, colour and diversity of 
techniques.  There was something for every one, from traditional, contemporary, two person quilts, innovative, 
miniatures, Guilds challenges, students work, groups, artistic, pictorial and abstract. There was also a good 
selection of quilts made by children from as young as 5 to student’s of18+, schools and colleges were also 
represented. 
 
It was good that we had arrived so early and were to leave at 17.00, not long enough really.  Some sensible people 
had booked into the nearby hotels and were there for a few days to take advantage of the many workshops that 
were on offer over the weekend. This is a more relaxed way to see the exhibition, to go each day and take 
advantage of the weekend work shops. One lady said she looks at one part of the exhibition each day then may be 
does a workshop and then looks at the trade stalls at the end of the day when most people have left for home. 
SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT! 
 
I enjoyed the whole exhibition and was inspired with the colour and diversity of the many quilts on display. I could 
write about lots of then individually but that would be boring, but I will mention some quilts exhibited, by people 
you will know,  
 
Veronica Morgan had two quilts in the exhibition, The Road to… the catalogue quotes “ A year ago I met a girl 
in St. Nectan’s Glen on her way to her wedding” . The quilt was painted, dyed, appliqué and machined quilted. This 
is a delightful pictorial quilt, the face of the bride was soft and surrounded by green foliage, it reminded me a little 
of the female equivalent of the green man image. 
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Veronica Morgan’s second piece Fragments of Memory, “ The old family photographs album falling apart. Who 
were they?”  Digital images with machine quilting.  Some of us will have a similar album of sepia pictures of our 
long forgotten named relatives. The piece was constructed in such a way that it looked fragile and would 
disintegrate if you were to touch it. The digital images were distressed and some had rolled up, caught in the folds 
of the albums pages.  As a teacher and student of fine art this was a piece I liked and it took me back in time when I 
was teaching photography and printing in college. 
 
Victor ia McHugh (Vicky our Chairman) also had two pieces in the exhibition.  The Road to….  Foundation 
machined pieced and machined quilted. “ The road to…. Anywhere. See the tracks of many vehicles, but where are 
they going? Where are they from? This was in the Quilters Guild Challenge. 
Vicki’s second piece was in the Miniature Quits called Jenny’s School Braids. Foundation pieced, machined and 
hand quilted. Braids made up from my scrap bag. “ Braiding my daughter’s hair each morning I noticed the many 
different colours when the light catches it”  
 
Mary Padfield had two exhibits, one in the Quilters Guild Challenge called The Road to… a Machine piece 
background, appliqué, Machine quilting and sketching. “ A few determined and remarkable women gave us a right, 
which many women today choose not to exercise”  Mary’s second piece was in the Patchwork and Quilting, 
Traditional Large section named Char lestown Gardens. Machine pieced, with some needle turn appliqué, hand 
quilted. “ A visit to Charlestown, South Carolina followed by a flower block class by Pat Nicholls, then it just 
grew” . 
 
There was a collection of quilts from the Bosnia Quilt Workshop. This was founded and carried out in the Caritas 
Refugee Home Galina, Vorarlberg, Austria in 1993. The quilts, which were designed by the Austrian painter Lucia 
Feining-Giesinger, are thin bed covers imaginatively stitched and seamed by talented Bosnian women. During the 
period of their exile from their homeland, the work in the Quilt Workshop was not only a welcome source of 
income but also a type of occupational therapy to help them cope with the traumas of war and a refugee existence.  
Since 1998 the Bosnia Quilt Workshop has been re-located to the Bosnian enclave of Gorazde on the Drina River, 
which was closed off from the outside world for many years during the war and today suffers from high 
unemployment. Twelve women earn livelihoods for their families with their work on these quilts. Their designs 
were abstracts in muted colours with small amounts of bright fabrics to enhance the design. 
 
What we do for leisure and interest, other people have to do to survive or make a living for their family.  Like the 
history of the people who made the Changi quilts in the concentration camps. These true stories are another 
dimension to the people who rely on quilting to tell a story or are able to use it as a means of expressing their 
emotions and experiences. Pieces of pictorial history constructed under duress. 
 
Sandie Lush had a great exhibition of her work, she is renowned for her fine hand quilting. Sandi’s quilts have 
won numerous prizes both at home and abroad including two national championships in Britain and blue ribbons in 
all the major American quilt shows.  She has found inspiration for her work in a love of traditional quilts, 
particularly the whole cloth quilts of Durham and South Wales. Her series of “Sweater Quilts”  has taken the 
traditional British stripy quilt and transformed it into an art form. These quilts had never been exhibited together 
before, they where hung in an enclosed space with the large and small quilts side by side. They looked lovely and 
classic grouped together, she had also included some of her more traditional work. 
 
As we boarded the coach for the trip home, the chatter was buzzing with what they had seen and brought, people 
they had met and personal statements about the exhibition they had viewed. I sent a book round the coach and 
asked people to write just one comment about the show and the following are a small sample of the comments: 
�  I met Kaffe Fassett, bought some fabric, all in all had a great day. 
�  A Day of Talent, Treats and Temptations – Terrific 
�  Six hours flew by and we met someone from our American quilting trip this year - SPOOKY 
�  Spent up 
�  Don’ t know if I’m inspired or completely overwhelmed? 
�  Inspired – I only hope I achieve half of the projects that are in my head? 
 
Quote – Just remember : - To Quilt is Human 
                                         To finish – DIVINE. 
 
�������������
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Remembrance Quilt 

 
My father is 82 and now house bound.  Following several heart attacks and 
terrible circulation problems, the most he can do is manoeuvre his wheelie bin 
to the end of the drive once a week. 
 
Chatting in November 2006 we discussed the Remembrance Parade that he 
had been watching, noting all the different regiments, etc., and my Dad 
commented on the depleting numbers of old soldiers.  He then went on to say 
how he now regretted not being able to go along to the remembrance 
services at the Walsall Cenotaph, not only to commemorate his fallen friends 
and neighbours (only two boys from his street came back from the Second 
World War), but especially his brother, Stan.  My father is the only living 
relative that knew Stan and he felt he was letting him down. 
 
This year, my church had an addition to the Remembrance celebrations.  A 
remembrance quilt decorated with poppies and the words “We will remember 

them.”  This was hung to commemorate all soldiers from every war and conflict, but especially Stan. 
 
My father has not yet seen the quilt, but is due to before Christmas.  I hope he will be pleased that Stan 
will not be forgotten. 
 

STANLEY ALEXANDER SALT 
1923 – 1944 

Died Anzio, Italy 
WWII 

Vicki McHugh 
 

 
 

Rotary Club Fair on Saturday 24th.November 2007 
 

It was with a great deal of trepidation that I suggested 
that Weston Quilters applied for a stall at the Rotary Club 
Fayre, as I wasn’t sure what sort of response or support 
there would be from the group. After chatting to Verity 
Edwards, we decided that it was worth a try – nothing 
ventured, nothing gained as they say. One table was 
booked; we weren’t even sure whether there would be 
enough goodies to cover it!  Den Abram at Fransham 
Crafts very kindly said that people could drop things into 
the shop and I would collect from there. Things were not 
looking good a couple of weeks before as no one had 
handed anything in, and I began to think, Oh Dear!  
About a week before the show, items started to arrive – 

several chickens, in fact, were handed to me at the meeting and more things arrived at the committee 
meeting so things were looking up. Karen Llewellyn-Parsons loaned us the top of the raffle quilt she is 
making for the Weston Quilters 2008 exhibition, to display and Vicki McHugh had the raffle tickets, so 
that was OK. After a while, more things turned up at Den’s so another sigh of relief was emitted. Many 
thanks to Sharon, Lyn and Den and several others. 
Come the Day (of reckoning?). 8 a.m. at the Winter Gardens. We were the first to arrive along with the 
pansies belonging to the Horticultural Society, so we had loads of time to get ourselves organised. We 
hung the Raffle quilt first. Unfortunately we only had room for one quilt stand, but never mind. Verity had 
clothes pegs and a drying stand to which she pegged all sorts of goodies. She arranged the table, 
pinning up the small ornaments etc. 
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We had a very busy day; people stopped to chat and to buy. Olga Cottle came later so that we could 
have a break for lunch and to have a look around. Thanks to her and another committee member for the 
support. We sold a raffle ticket to the Mayor and John Penrose and the Town Crier amongst other 
people. 
Like all things the packing up was much quicker than the setting out. At least our bags and boxes were 
not so heavy to take home!  Would we do it again? Yes, I think we will but we’ll have two tables next 
year. 
Check out the Rotary Club’s web site http://www.westonrotaryclub.org.uk/ 
You will find some very interesting photos on it.  
 
Liz Hooper 
 

 
 

 
 
WATCH foiling, fabric printing, fusible’s 
TRY OUT quilting, fabric weaving 
SEE demonstration of HUSQVARNA sewing machines and the HUSKYSTAR Embellisher. 
PLUS exhibitions of traditional and art quilts, patchwork bags and card making 
At:  The Community Centre, Burnham on Sea (Next to the swimming pool) 
Saturday 2nd February 2008, 10.30 – 16.00 
Admission £2.00 (children free)   
Tea and coffee available 
 
Roni Morgan 

 
 

Roni Taplins Summer Quilt Expeditions 
 
Determined to visit Wales this summer Rod and I took a short break in mid-Wales. Having previously 
checked what was on Quilting wise I suggested we went to Powys. My intention was to visit the Quilt 
Association, Minerva Arts Centre in Llanidloes. So, with a room booked, petrol in the car, off we set. 
 
Neither of us had visited this area before and really enjoyed the breath-taking scenery. The first day was 
a great success, until we arrived at our Hotel, that is! Unfortunately the host was taking a long nap and 
did not hear us or the other hopeful guests. Not to be pressured we took a short walk in the town and 
retreated to car for a further investigation of the area. At last his wife arrived and woke him up and the 
bar opened at 6.00!! Just in time before dinner. Oh dear, I thought I do hope all goes well tomorrow, 
checking the advertisement to make sure the quilt show was open! 
 
The venue for "The Double 07 Show" was ideal and we saw quilts hanging from rafters and stands. A 
wonderful selection from Laura and Linda Kemshall, the technique really interested Rod, who began to 
appreciate other peoples visions, Laura©s theme of Landscape New Horizons.   
 
We then moved onto the Antique Quilts kindly lent by Jan Hassard. These were amazing, considering 
the age, the colours were beautiful and such a variety of designs, especially when facilities were not as 
great as we have now. A Triple Wedding Ring quilt from the 1930s, made in Charleston, South Carolina 
was wonderful. I have made a double wedding ring and got in a terrible muddle initially with putting it 
together. There were Welsh and Durham quilts, together with some from France. Rod was particularly 
taken with ©Lester’s Quilt”. This was made by his four unmarried sisters, using Lester©s shirts. Rod was 
anxious to get home to count his numerous shirts, in case a few went missing. 
 
The final exhibition was that of ‘Quilt Art’. Here twenty quilters had pushed the boundaries of quilting to 
take in new and innovative techniques. I began to worry a little in case Rod thought I was capable of this 
work. However, no mention has been made so far. 
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All in all a wonderful few days enjoying the Welsh countryside and the hospitality we found. The Quilting 
Exhibition was different and I came away most enthusiastic about enjoying other people©s craft! 
 
"Another Jolly”  
 
On a sunny morning Bev Smith and I set off the  Killerton House and their  costume exhibition. This was 
focusing on quilting from the past. Trying to find Killerton on the map took me a while as I had got it 
muddle with Tintinhull. Good job I checked eh! My main concern was accessibility, but I need not have 
worried. The staff of the National Trust at Killerton were wonderful and most informative. A golf type 
buggy took us to the House and when asked if we would like to see the gardens I explained that it was 
not possible for me. No problem onto another buggy and a volunteer took us round, explaining in detail 
many interesting trees and historical facts.  
 
Back to the House - oh! I forgot to mention we had superb cheese scones and tea before we started our 
tour - highly recommended.  The house, which I had not visited for many years and a first for Bev was 
very interesting. There was a ‘Spinning and Weaving’ exhibition on the ground floor. A most interesting 
display of spinning, dying and weaving, including some items for sale. I was a little sad to see the prices 
as the work seemed very undervalued for such interesting work. I was amazed at skeins of bamboo fibre 
and that of recycled plastic bottles. I must find out more. 
 
The costume exhibition was on the first floor and we managed to get up with a couple of stops and a rest 
on the seat at the top.  The exhibits were beautifully lit and the work so fine. It was amazing, once again, 
to see how the work was done so beautifully; not just with so little facilities but also that they have stood 
the test of time.  There were four quilts. One in velvet and silks made in Crazy Patchwork and hand 
embroidered on the joins, once again such vibrant colours. An exquisite hand pieced silk hexagon in 
wonderful colours and Tumbling Block Quilt with a wonderful border.  One quilt was appliquéd with 
motifs from every day life - gloves, boxes, pots, flowers and many other items. The border was that of 
fern leaves and thistle heads worked in silk thread.  A small amount of English, trapunto and corded 
work, where it was hard to imagine a needle could have been so fine was really worth seeing." 
 
Roni Taplin 
 

 
 

Sharon Poole seeks out needlecraft in Greenland, Iceland and Norway 
 

I had a three week holiday to Greenland, Iceland the Norway this year.  There is a strong tradition of 
needlecraft in Scandinavia, embroidery and beadwork in Greenland (usually onto sealskin clothing) and 
knitting and embroidery in Iceland and Norway (Hardanger work especially) but little if any quilting, so I 
was not expecting to find many, if any patchwork shops.  Knitting is so popular that there were yarns on 
sale in the most unexpected places.  Even household and hardware shops often had a wool section!   

 

However, whilst wandering the streets of Alesund in Norway one warm and sunny morning, I came 
across a very nice souvenir shop with the ubiquitous wool and embroidery section.  I was trying to decide 
which of the cross-stitch tablecloth kits I liked the most when a fellow passenger from my ship came in 
and asked if I had seen the patchwork shop down the road!  Well naturally, I had to go and investigate.  
It was a large shop with a work area at the back.  Fortunately most Norwegians speak some English, 
since my Norwegian is limited to ‘thank you’ (takk) so I was able to chat to the owner.  The fabric was 
mostly American and, like everything else in Norway, very expensive, so I limited my purchases to a 
pattern for table mats with a  

maritime theme of fish and Viking ships.  Of course it also sold yarn as well as other sewing supplies so I 
also bought two balls of Norwegian alpaca yarn in red and white, with the intention of knitting some 
gloves ready for my trip back to Norway in December 07.  I will make the table mat pattern up in fabrics 
from my stash.   
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Pictures above taken inside the shop 

 

Alesund is a beautiful town, built on several islands so there are waterways throughout the town and is 
well work a visit if you are in the country.  If you do want to visit, the shop is at the top of the main 
shopping street, close to the theatre. 

 
Sharon Poole 
 
 

 
 

          Tea/Coffee Rota Jan – April 2008 
 

January 2008 February 2008 March 2008 April 2008 

Catherine Millar 

Ronnie Morgan 

Gilly Morgan 

Pat Nicholls 

Kathleen Northey  

Valerie Oliver 

Mary Padfield 

Sharon  Poole 

Erlys  Price 

Margaret Salmons  

Beverley Smith 

June  Smith 

Karen  Stringer 

Joan Stringer 

Jutta Strutt  

Sarah Tapley 

Veronica  Taplin 

Myra Taylor 

Sylvia Thompson 

Pauline Webb 

Sheila White  
 

 
 

Christmas Jokes 
 

Who looks after Father Christmas when he's ill? 
The National Elf Service 
 
Why does Santa have a garden? 
Because he likes to ho-ho-ho! 
 
Where do Santa's little helpers go to relax? 
The Elf Farm!! 

����
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Chairman Vicki McHugh  01275 876856 
(after 6.30pm) 

Publicity Roni Taplin 01934 842925 

Treasurer Olga Cottle 01934 416161 Hospitality/Tea Rota Verity Edwards 01934 834278 

Secretary Jean Guard 01934 429169 Newsletter Karen Stringer 01278 760054 

Membership 
Secretary 

Karen Stringer 01278 760054 Programme 
Secretary 

Karen Llewellyn-Parsons 01275 
463119 

Website Vicki McHugh Committee Members Sue Hart 01934 512917 Liz 
Hooper 01934 425546 

  

Diary 
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9 June 2008 – Roy Dickinson – Man in a woman’s world 
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4 July 2008 – American Pot Luck Supper 
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4 August 2008 – Members evening 
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1 September 2008 – Catherine Millar – Quilting Outside the Box 
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12 – 14 September 2008 – Weston Super Quilts 2008 
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6 October 2008 – Lynne Quinn – Colourwash and Counterchange 
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3 November 2008 – Karen Stringer – Presentation about the quilt show 
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1 December 2008 – Christmas Party 


